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Indian Police Service has been brought to a remarkable state
of honesty and efficiency.

The first Indian Constabulary, as distinct from the village
wardens supported by soldiers, was raised by General Sir
Charles Napier in Sind on a model which was to be copied
throughout India. The Indian constable undergoes many
dangers. He is shot by robbers under arms, he is beheaded
alive to create a cfunk9, he is burnt alive by the dozen when
Mr. Gandhi is on the move, and yet he has preserved a
phenomenal loyalty to his Government under the most
hideous conditions, even while wondering if his Government
will be loyal to him. He comes from the honest peasantry
happily, not from the town rubbish. Even the worst of the
cyes-men3 till recently have kept their hands off the police,
and Indianization of the Police Service has a limit of 50/50 in
the positions hitherto held by Europeans. That limit, 50/50,
can possibly be maintained without debacle. The standard
of right and wrong, of honesty and dishonesty, will be that
of the West. If you reduce that proportion, the standard
will slip down to the dishonest one inherent in the East.
In all countries the integrity of the police is the most vital
matter, and the most difficult to attain. In all Eastern
countries an inferior police is a scourge and a thorn-bit un-
imaginable to us who live under better conditions.

The Simon Commission, reporting before the extraordinary
outbreak of what is curiously enough termed ecivil disobedi-
ence', recommended that the police in each province should
be transferred to the control of an Indian minister, as part
of provincial autonomy. In making this recommendation
the Commission specially added that they did so after very
grave consideration, and some misgiving, holding this re-
sponsibility an essential part of local government. But since
then we have seen the form of rebellion instigated by Gandhi
and Congress, countenanced too for a while by the Viceroy.
This civil disobedience was no more nor less than revolution
cum hysteria. It lost many good British and Indian lives
for no reason. And the conditions thus revealed differed